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ñWhere Names Become Faces and Faces Become Friendsò 

Presidentôs Message: 

Things have moved breath-takingly fast over the last two 

weeks! Chances are, more changes will have occurred 

between the time of writing this message and its publication.  

As you no doubt know, we have had to make several 

significant changes to upcoming N4C events. The Spring 

Mini -Convention is cancelled; print contests for April and 

May have been cancelled; and the Panorama Contest has been 

cancelled. As with other organizations, N4Côs actions have 

two purposes. First, we need to protect the health and well-

being of our members, many of whom are in groups most 

vulnerable to the coronavirus. Second, it is through our 

collective action that we can limit the spread and lessen the severity of the disease.  

We will, however, plan to continue with digital competitions scheduled for April and May, which can be judged 

without needing to convene. In another article in this Newsletter, Diane Darnielle and John Larson provide 

advice on how digital contests can be judged by distance.  

The rapid changes we have seen have disrupted our usual routines and limited our social contacts. These 

changes put a premium on finding new ways to stay active and involved. In the spirit of fostering activity and 

social connection, I report that my local club tried holding its Monday, March 16 

meeting remotely, with the use of Zoom software. Each participating member 

interacted from their home or laptop computer. It worked surprisingly well, with 

members able to share images full screen and to exchange comments and ideas 

freely.  

It is to be hoped that our photography hobbies will continue to provide us with 

opportunities to stay active and engaged in this challenging time. Please let me 

know if you and your club members have other ideas on how to share their 

photography interests while maintaining social distance. If enough people 

respond, I can put together a collation of ideas in the May Newsletter. Send your 

ideas to pres@n4c.us  

Mark Gromko, N4C President 
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N4C SPRING MINI -CONVENTION 2020 

April 24, 25 & 26,  2020 

Wesley Woods Camp & Retreat Center.  

 

 The N4C Board has voted to join many other organizations in being proactive in slowing down the spread of 

the novel coronavirus: We have decided to cancel the Spring Mini -Convention scheduled for April 24-26, 2020. 

The decision is based on our concern for the health and well-being of our members and our understanding that 

social distancing (including avoiding large gatherings) is an important social tool for slowing the spread and 

limiting the severity of the disease in our communities.  

We recognize that many will be inconvenienced or disappointed by this cancellation. Much work has gone into 

the planning and organization, and now work remains to undo plans that have been made. In particular, we are 

in the process of determining how best to return or refund registration payments that have been made.  

The spread of coronavirus is a fast-moving narrative; there are many unknowns and uncertainties. We have the 

interests of all our members in mind as we work our way through this difficult time together.  

 

*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*  

 

A Note on Reimbursement  Expenses.  
 
There are times in life when our best efforts to be efficient and timely are entirely laughable; especially when we 

get to laugh at ourselves!  Right? 

 

Food for  thought:  When it  comes to mailing in receipts for  reimbursement, efficiency may carry  a cost. For 

instance, if  you have three or four  small expenses and you mail them in separately as they occur, two-way postage 

on that process adds up!   Better to save up your receipts and mail them in ñbulk. 

But for  larger amounts, please do not hesitate to submit as needed for  payment, including receipts &  N4C Request 

for  Payment Form. 

Thank you for  your consideration,  

N4C Treasurer Lynda Richards 
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The Sioux City Camera Club  

is pleased to host the  
2020 N4C Convention September 10 - 12, 2020. 

 
In light of the COVID-19 outbreak the Sioux City Camera Club has no plans, at this time, to cancel the 

September 2020 N4C Convention.  We are hopeful that things will  be back to normal by then and everyone will  

be ready to regroup, in a big way, come September.  Most programs and field trips are already lined up, with 

only a few yet to be finalized.  A website is in the works, and we hope to have the registration online soon.   

  

Hereôs a small sample of some of the programs and field trips we have planned: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                       Walsh Railroad Museum led by Doug Conrad  

 
Fine Art Photography by Bonnie Fleming, Flash Photography by Jerry Mennenga, Backyard Bird Photography 
by Michael Greiner, Shooting and Editing Video by Mark Volkers, Panorama Photography by Mitch Keller, and 
many more.  Stay tuned for further updates and announcements. 
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      Broken Kettle Grasslands led by Michael Greiner 

 

 
 
Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska led by Jerry 

Mennenga 
 
 
  Woodbury County Courthouse led by Mike Walsh 

Education in the art and science of photography is the prime purpose for the conference, as well as to promote 

fellowship among members and provide a pleasant gathering place to greet old friends and make new ones. This 

is your conference! Make it what you want. Make it about you. Think, Imagine, Create in Siouxland. That's our 

mantra!  

First time at an N4C conference? Well it's all about our photography community. We are one big family. 

Everyone here loves photography and wants what's best for our passion. It's about growing as an artist and 

being around like-minded people who share the same love and devotion you do.  

If you are looking to become a better photographer and want to improve your photography skills, then come and 

enjoy a setting where you can network with peers and work side-by-side with some of the most knowledgeable 

photographers in our region.  Pictured above are a few of our planned field trips.  


