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The N4C Photo Essay Contest 

 
Telling Your Story 

Deadline:  March 31, 2010 
 
 
 

 A picture is worth a thousand words—but what if your picture(s) are asking for some music and 
words to complete the story!  The N4C photo essay is your chance to combine your photography, your 
choice of music, and if you wish narration to tell your friends about your favorite place for photography, 
illustrate a ‘how to’, or just to have fun.  The subject matter is completely open, you can mix and match 
the old and new, and use as much creativity and imagination as you can find (or borrow from those who 
have done this before!).  Note that the maximum length is 6 minutes. 
 
 Telling your story will require images, lots of images, so its a good time to see if you have what 
you need to complete the story.  The sound component can be music that complements the visual por-
tion or narration or a combination of the two as you see fit.  The last example you’ve seen from N4C was 
the ‘promo‘ for the 2010 convention in Lacrosse!  Now you’ve got the picture as we say. 
 
 Here’s the best guidance for producing an essay:  use any software you want to put your es-
say together, but make sure that it can be exported to a standard DVD [not Blueray] format. Soft-
ware and playback are more challenging now that the reliable standard, Windows XP, has two operating 
system upgrades on the PC side (Vista and Windows 7.)    Pro Show Gold or Producer (Photodex) are fa-
vorites of PC users, while those with Mac’s favor iMovie 06, iMovie 08 or iMovie 09 (three different pro-
grams) or Final Cut Pro Express.   DVD playback on PC’s has been problematic, especially with different 
versions of Vista.  Test yours on the home TV, any Mac, or a Windows XP operating system on a PC.  The 
end result should play on all computers and on your home DVD player.  If you have any questions about 
software, conversion to DVD format or other topics, please don’t hesitate to contact me directly at 
d.tomes@mac.com or call me at 515 986 3913.  [Note that we agreed to experiment with web based 
playback at the N4C convention on an experimental basis.  If interested please contact me!] 
  
 Here’s what you need to know about the judging.  The three areas that are judged are (1) overall 
impression, (2) photography and (3) commentary and sound track.  The overall impression includes inter-
est, originality, mood and impact while the photography stresses the familiar categories of technical 
quality, composition, variety, and absence of distractions.  The commentary and sound track are judged 
on their style, appropriateness, and combination of music, narration, and sound effects.  One additional 
factor for the slide essay is how all the components flow together to tell the story—visually, sound, and 
‘smoothness’. 
 
 Dwight Tomes, N4C slide essay chair, d.tomes@mac.com  ; Send to:Dwight Tomes,7883 NW 
103rd Ln., Grimes IA 50111  If anyone is interested in trying web based essays contact me via e-mail--these 
will not be judged in 2010! 
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North Central Camera Club Council 

Sharla Glick, Publisher 

27965 510 Ave 

Kelley, IA  50134 

 The N4C Bulletin is the official publication of the North 
Central Camera Club Council which serves camera clubs in Illinois, 
Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, North Da-
kota, South Dakota, Wisconsin and Wyoming. 
 Published Monthly except for June and July.  Annual sub-
scription rate is $10 for 10 issues. 
 N4C is affiliated with the Photographic Society of America. 
 

N4C Officers 
 

President: Dwight Tomes d.tomes@mac.com 
 

First V.P: Ed Siems et@mycms.net 
 

Second V.P.:Ken Johnson kandsjohnson@mchsi.com 
 

Secretary: Pat Schwope photopeople01@aol.com 
 

Treasurer: Lynda Richards JRich10244@aol.com 
 

N4C Directors 
Gerald Bonsack, Diane Darnielle, 
Darlene Kutzler,  Linda Jameson, 

Tom Castle, Jo Eland 
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